PRESIDENT’'S Message

DEAR MEMBERS:

Whether or not you subscribe to the notion that a groundhog
can, by its shadow, forecast the end of winter, there is one fact we
ought to be able to agree on, and that is we are in the midst of
winter — a busy winter. The reason I say it is a busy winter for the
FCBA should be fairly obvious from the breadth of programming,
CLEs, and committee activities being delivered or planned. Just
take a spin through this newsletter. We have CLEs on the PSTN-
to-IP Transition, the International Dimensions of Cybersecurity, a
retrospective of the 1992 Cable Act 20 Years On and much more, including the 8th Annual
Privacy and Data Security Symposium. FCC Commissioner Ajit Pai will be joining us
for his first FCBA lunch as a featured speaker on February 21, so that will be an exciting
event. Some of the chapters are doing great work on CLEs and events as well. This
month also kicks off solicitations for nominations for what will be the sixth “Excellence in
Government Service” Award. 1urge anyone who knows a federal government employee
active in the field of communications, who by his or her consistent actions, demonstrates
a generosity of spirit, service, dedication and outstanding public service beyond the call of
duty; to take the time to nominate that person. There is absolutely no requirement that the
person nominated (or nominating) be an FCBA member — although that’s always a nice
touch. Nominations are due to the FCBA office by March 15 and we hope to welcome
a new awardee at our spring reception. Please also do look at the Foundation pages of
this newsletter and help us get the word out on the application process and deadlines
for summer interns and for the popular Foundation high school scholarship program.

I want to thank all the active committees who have undertaken CLE programming
this year and commend particularly the efforts of our CLE Committee Co-Chairs,
Kris Monteith, Lee Petro and Mike Senkowski. At my urging the CLE Committee
Co-Chairs have been attempting to support the work of the substantive committees
as they plan programming, because we all know as volunteers it is sometimes hard
to find the time to do all the things required to organize a thoughtful and compelling
program. Kris, Lee and Mike are resources to help. While we have a great calendar
of upcoming CLEs, there is room for a couple more. We hope FCBA members will
continue to consult the newsletter and website and alerts as new programming is
scheduled and attend those CLEs that appeal to your needs and interests. If you have
ideas for worthwhile new topics or programming, Kris, Lee and Mike would like to
hear from you. They would probably welcome the break from hearing from me!
Kerry Loughney, our FCBA Membership Director, is incredibly well versed in what
it takes to make a CLE a great CLE, so anyone in the throes of planning professional
educational programming also would do well to check in with Kerry.

Another shout out has to go to John Nakahata and his intrepid co-chairs of this year’s
National Telecommunications Moot Court competition. John, Matthew Gerst, Adrienne
Biddings and Eduardo Guzman. This strong team, with the help of others, created a
timely and interesting wireless broadband/first amendment moot court problem that I
and a couple of other friendly but firm moot judges heard oral argument in a courtroom
at Catholic University of America on February 1 and 2. This competition would not
be possible without the efforts of many folks and it is a wonderful example of how
committed members of our association year in and year out support and mentor the
next generation of communications litigators.

Lastly, I want to thank those who urged friends and colleagues to become FCBA
members over the past few months. These efforts are much appreciated. One
cannot overstate the value of personal endorsements of the FCBA as a venue for
networking, professional development and volunteer opportunities of all sorts. The
Association has lots going on and lots in the works. We look forward to a great winter
and hope to see you at a CLE, a moot courtroom, or a lunch or other event soon.

Laura Phillips
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