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In this article, the author reviews a new registration requirement in New York for contrac-
tors and subcontractors working on covered projects.

Contractors and subcontractors who perform
work on public projects and certain private
projects in New York State must have regis-
tered with the New York State Department of
Labor (DOL) by December 30, 2024, as re-
quired by N.Y. Lab. Law § 220-i signed into
law on December 30, 20221 and amended on
March 3, 2023.2

The stated purpose of this requirement is to
allow DOL to better enforce existing labor laws
and regulations, and to ensure that contrac-
tors and subcontractors that perform work on
public projects and covered private projects
do not have previous labor law violations and
will abide by New York labor law and regula-
tions, including prevailing wage requirements.3

DOL will also establish and maintain a pub-
lic online system where registration and
disclosure information will be available.4 It is
important to keep in mind that Section 220-i
registration requirements are in addition to,

and do not replace, any other state or local
vendor requirements.

The information below provides a high-level
summary of the registration requirement.

WHO MUST REGISTER?

Any contractor submitting a bid on a covered
project on or after December 30, 2024, as well
as any contractor or subcontractor commenc-
ing any work on a covered project on or after

December 30, 2024, must register.5 Section
220-i defines contractor as any entity that
enters into a contract to perform “construction,
demolition, reconstruction, excavation, rehabil-
itation, repair, installation, renovation, altera-
tion or custom fabrication” on covered

projects.6 Subcontractor is defined as any
entity that subcontracts with a contractor to
perform any of the above-specified types of

work.7

*The author, an attorney in the New York office of Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, may be contacted at
kathy.tuznik@faegredrinker.com.
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WHAT PROJECTS ARE COVERED?

Section 220-i applies to public work proj-
ects, as well as private projects subject to N.Y.
Lab. Law § 8, which include:8

a. N.Y. Lab. Law § 224-a (public subsidy
funded projects);

b. N.Y. Lab. Law § 224-d (renewable energy
systems);

c. N.Y. Lab. Law § 224-e (broadband proj-
ects); and

d. N.Y. Lab. Law § 224-f (climate risk-
related and energy transition projects,
and roadway excavations).

HOW TO REGISTER?

Contractors and subcontractors must com-
plete an online application on DOL’s website9

and provide information10 about their business,
insurance coverage and any previous labor
law violations. The application must be ac-
companied by a $200 nonrefundable fee.11 If a
contractor or subcontractor is a New York
State Certified Minority or Woman-Owned
Business Enterprise, the nonrefundable fee is
$100.12 Upon successful registration and pay-
ment of the fee, DOL will issue a certificate of
registration, which will be valid for two years.13

WHAT ARE THE PENALTIES FOR
FAILURE TO REGISTER?

The penalties apply to both the unregistered
entity that is performing the work, as well as
the entity that hired the unregistered contrac-
tor or subcontractor. A contractor that bids on
a contract for public work or begins work on a
covered project knowing that it is not registered
with DOL will be subject to a fine up to $1,000,

and a stop-work order may be issued.14 A
subcontractor that begins work on a covered
project knowing that it is not registered with
DOL will face the same fine.15

Additionally, contractors that allow a subcon-
tractor to start work on a covered project
where they know, or should have known, that
the subcontractor is not registered, as well as
owners or developers on private covered proj-
ects who commence work with a contractor or
subcontractor that they know or should have
known is not registered, will also be subject to
a fine up to $1,000.16

A notice and a hearing are required before
any fines can be assessed.

CAN A CERTIFICATE OF
REGISTRATION BE DENIED OR
REVOKED?

Yes. DOL will not issue a certificate of
registration, or will revoke an already issued
certificate of registration, for any contractor or
subcontractor that it finds “unfit” to be
registered.17 DOL will find a subcontractor or
contractor is unfit if (a) the contractor or the
subcontractor is currently debarred or ineligi-
ble pursuant to N.Y. Lab. Law § 220-b(3) or
N.Y. Work. Comp. Law § 141-b, or (b) the
contractor or subcontractor is currently subject
to a final administrative or court order for viola-
tion of state or federal prevailing wage law
which has not been fully satisfied.18

There are procedural protections for regis-
tration applicants and before DOL can find a
contractor or subcontractor “unfit,” which
include a requirement that DOL provides
reasons for the proposed “unfit” determination
and provides an opportunity to cure or be
heard prior to the determination.19
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TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE

DOL estimates that it may take approxi-
mately three to four weeks to review a registra-
tion application and issue a certificate of
registration.20 As such, contractors and sub-
contractors who perform work on the covered
projects and have not yet commenced the
registrat ion process should do so
expeditiously.

IN SUMMARY

E Any contractor submitting a bid on a
covered project on or after December 30,
2024, as well as any contractor or sub-
contractor commencing any work on a
covered project on or after December 30,
2024, must register.

E Section 220-i applies to public work proj-
ects, as well as private projects subject
to N.Y. Lab. Law § 8.

E Penalties apply to both an unregistered
entity performing work as well as to an
entity that hired the unregistered contrac-
tor or subcontractor.
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