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Rules of the game

Author looks at baseball by the book

Citing real plays, Meltzer ::

explains ‘cerebral game’

Want to get to know the sometimes convo-
luted and often-debated rules of baseball?
Sports Weekly will be runming a series of ex-
cerpts from Peter E. Meltzer’s So You
Think You Know Baseball? A Fan's Guide to the
Sﬁda! Rules. The book. from publisher WW.

orton & Company. Inc, is available June 10.

The author was interviewed via e-mail by
USA TODAY SEons‘ Reid Cherner about his at-
tempt to break down the baseball rule book.

Q; Basetall is unfike any other sport (except peshaps

golf) for its fascination with the rules. What ks in the
DNA that makes it sa?
A Raseball has more of a tradition than any other major
sport. Numbers and statistics are

3 plﬁﬂfi;.rmhﬁiﬁth
4 of the performance of every
1 player ever since the game be-
gan_ It also has the most cross-
generational appeal Most of us
can remember being taken to
our first baseball game by our
parents. itis the most cerebral

game.

As for the rules, the absence of
a clock gives fans the chance to
digest and analyze what is hap-
pening on the field. That's why
fans love to keep their own
scorecard as the game unfolds,
The idea of memorializing the
performance of each player as
the game is going on (and then saving the scorecard) is un-
hrard of in other sports.

@ What's your favorite rule in the book?
A: The anly itern which may be eaten, drunk, smoked or
njected which is specifically prohibited tf_ylrlruﬁs is licorice,

i ae
‘Wirite stuff: Peter Meltzer
clarifies baseball rules.

* huch cannot be used o discolor a hasshal

@ What maloss this book different?
kt:u&eudyboukwmmonmmjwm
Basehall plays as opposed to dry hypotheticals i d
the author. This brings the plays tolife and lets the reader
know an umpire (o official scorer) actually had to deal with
the situation at hand. It is more fun to analyze (real} plays
than those created by the writer.

It 15 the anly book which analyzes every baseball rule which
has been the subject of interpretation as opposed to a random
t+1de here and there, in fashion It i the only book
“hich analyzes both the “action on the field™ rules and the
oAl scorer nules.

Q What does the baseball rule book consist of 7 .
A The first part{sections 2 through 91 relates tm the action
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On decke Meltzer says his book. available June 10, “analyzes
both the “action on the field" rules and the official scorer rules.™

on the field which can affect the cutcome of the game and )
how umpires should deal with those situations. Did the ball
hit the runner? Does the infield fly rule apply to that pop-up?
Did the fielder obstruct the nmner? Does that run count even
though the third out occurred on the play? Can the batter run
o first after the catcher did not catch strike three?

The second part (section 10} relates specifically to how the
action on the field should be scored — ie. the statistical com-
ponent. Should that mental mistake by the fielder have been
counted as an error? Does the runner get credit for a stolen
base on 2 wild throw? Does the hitter get credit for an RBI
even though he hit into a double play? Does the pitcher get
credit for a save even though his team was up by five runs?

One is the province of the umpires on the field, and the
other is the province of the official scorer.

1} Give me a sure winmer on the rales towin abarbet. Is
there one you file?

A: T pick twa, both based on'actual plays. First situation:
bases loaded. two outs, batter doubles. All runners score but
the runner on first missed second rounding the bases The
defensive team successfully appeals. How many runs score on
the play? Answer: None, because the successful appeal was
the third out of the inning and pre-empts any runs that may
have scored on the play.

Second situation: Sept. 16, 2008, Rays against Red Sox. In

Jes Dodgers game in Anahermn saw Dodgers catcher Russell
Martin ejected after the gamne ended. When this happens.
the ejected player is efizible to play in the next game but is
subjecrioafine.

With the Angels leading 2-1 in the top of the mnth, Reed
Jotmson was on second base and Martin was on first with

ssed Martin (who mow was a Yankees catcher) from the
game m the fifth mning because he made a ke after back-
m—bx;mﬂshypmHﬂHm&nmmm
says his comments were 2 joke., telling news reporters

he asked, "Did you stretch before the game tomght?” and

added. “T feel like you're kind of tight tomight.” Given the

€uss at him. | didnt say any of that stuff And [ got thrown
out That's tough to do.™

Excerpeed from “SO YOUTHINK YOU KNOW BASERALLT A -
Fum’s Guride to the Official Rudes™ by Peter £ Meltzer. Copyright
(¢) 2073 by Peter E Melrzer. With permmission of the publisher,
W.W. Norton & Company, Irc.

the bottom of the ninth with the score tied 1-1, Tampa had
runners on second and third. Rays catcher Dioner Navarro hit
a fair ball that bounced over the fence (commanly
ground-nde double, though this is 2 misnomer), What is the
final score of the game and what kind of hit is Navarro credit-
ed with? Answer: 2-1and Navarro is credited with only a
single.

Basehall enthusiast George Will came up with this one: Can
a team on defense record three outs without a fielder ever
touching the hall after the pitch is thrown?

Runners on first and second. no outs (obviously). The barter
hits an infield fly between second and third. The runner on
first passes the runner on second, and the ball then hits the
runner who had been on second. In this situation, the bater is
ou:duemmklﬁeldﬂymlcmenmunﬁmhmwhep
he passed the runner on second and the runner an second is
out when the ball hit him. A little obscure, [ suppose, but
certzinly fun to ponder nevertheless. There are actually quite 2
number of these situations that can theoretically arise,
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Even aficionados need a little ethuette

Want to get to know the
sometimes convoluted and
often-debated rules of base-
ball? Sports Weekly will be
running a series of excerpts
from Peter E. Meltzer's book
So You Think You Know Base-
ball? A Fan's Guide to the
Official Rules. The book, from
publisher W.W. Norton &
Company, Inc,, is available
June 10, The author was
interviewed via e-mail by
USA TODAY Sports' Reid
Cherner about his attempt
to break down the baseball
rule book Here is the sec-
ond part of the interview.

Q:Is there rule etiguette? f I'm
in a group and [ know the rule do |
quote chapter and verse or do I
say, “1 might imow the answer?"
E?Wdlmaksmlmﬂamﬂ

A: Chances are you might be con-
sidered a smart ass just for knowing
the answer, but if you're in the right
company, you might be admired
instead, However, there is probably
a limit to the extent to which you

can impress your friends with your
erudition and therefore, under no dreumstance would | rec-
ommend quoting chapter and verse, even if you know, That
suggests that you're spending a little too much of your free
time studying the rulebock! Often 1 will know what rule to
cite in a given situation, but | won't do it, even when among
diehards. A few years ago, | wrote a thesaurus of hard words,
andIleamedeaﬂyunﬂ:atm:gwunpressoﬂmsMﬂwo-
cabulary is a risky proposition.

Qnmmmmmmwmmm
book. What is in it for the

A:Itis my hope d:at[a.nsatanylevdwﬂ]b: able to enjoy
the book, aithough the book does assume at least a rudi-

FPhilodelphia captured what | was trying to accom-
phshwhldlwasto “demystify — and in the process humanize
— the game's complex and often arcane rulebook.”

Q; Give me some rles we almost always get wrong.

ﬂ.ﬁwamgteammﬁzldmeachsmmdnsmﬂsandu
about to catch a foul pop fly. A home team fan him
away. Most people might think this is fan i
notbecause&leplayerspmﬁectadtemtoryendswmme
stands begin. Next, most fans think the determination of
which relief pitcher gets a save is an automatic formula. In
fact, in certain instances, the official scorer has discretion as to
who gets the save. Finally, there are numerous rules and situa-
tions which most fans don't understand, induding “time”
plays, interference and obstruction (and the difference be-

wansn-nm usa\rm
Meaﬂngnfthemhﬂs:lfsme umpire’s job to get the call right, and when there is doubt,
consulting with your cohorts usually is a step in the right direction.

tween the two) and, of course, the good old infield fly rule.

@ The focus of the book is on plays that have actually
occurred rather than odd theoretical plays that could hap-
pen. But is there one you can share?

&mesnmﬁomﬂmebo:»k.lsttmreanyway besldua
balk by a pitcher or a stolen base, that

baserunners can
* vance a base while the ball is still in the pitcher's hand?l{mt.

It has to do with the catcher.

The answer is yes. There is a form of balk caused by the
catcher, although since a balk is by definition an act by a pitch-
er, the balk is charged to the pitcher. (Thus, though one some-
times hears the term “catcher’s balk,” this is actually a misno-
mer.) It occurs when the catcher sets up with one or both feet
outside the catcher’s box, violat Rule&ﬂlwhichrequirsa
catcher to statjon himself directly home plate. Itis
rarely called. But on June 24, 2000, the Atlanta Braves were
playing the Milwaukee Brewers. In the top of the first inning,
with Greg Maddux pitching, a man on first and s Gris-
som at bat, Braves catcher Fernando Lunar was stra the
mtdm‘sbmcwhllemmngformepmdlUmpue}ohHShu—
]nckaﬂedabalk(nnMad ux), which sent the Brewers run-
ner to second base. matmunarevmtuaﬂymdandmsthe
difference in a 2-1 Milwaukee victory. Braves manager Bobby
Coxarguedﬁucallandwaszjected.shulodrscallwasatyp-
ical in that a catcher’s balk is ordinarily called only on in-
tentional walks. As to these walks, the rule provides that the
catcher must stand with both feet within the box until the ball
leaves the pitcher's hand.

m

OnApril 17, 2010, the Clevelond Tndiens were playingthe
mﬁumﬂwﬁummm

: the bog.

First-base umpire Dan Bellinoagreed-Cheo missed first base.

1: Boes.Choo get creditfor ateit?

Na. Rule 18.66(d).

ZDoes and ifso, how
wiould his at-bat be :

He-would get the BBl underRule 10:04{a)(Fon the basis
of an infield ot In essence, itwould be no different

. outatfisst

3:-What if there ladbeentwo-sutswien theplay
occurred —woulkl'thesunhave-counted?
No.This is not a time-play because apy tfirstisa
ree situation, and-when the

third out isona force, no.un

nolengera fo
more qussed the plate before Cheo:missed seeond.(which
is highly likely), the rim would.count.

mmmmwmmmw

i with:theseore 1-1,
theRayshad mumners and third.
! mmﬁadn-mbdwwe. mm:mmm
and-whatkind-of it was Novarroreredited-with?

Ean's Guide ww@ambmﬁ
(c)2013 by Peter E Meltzer. mem#rﬁem
WW. Narton & Company, Inc.

; Do even you have to consult your book?

A Twrote it, but ] haven't memnorized it. There are so many
situations in baseball where the rulebook does not necessarily
yield an intuitive answer, which is why one could prol gwbabl:.r
win bar bels with so many of the situations in the book (and
why it's so much fun to analyze situations that bring the rule-
book into play).
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Altuve, Astros
learn lessons

Continued from 11
Building block

‘When Bo Porter accepted the
Astros' managerial job in October

after spending the previous three
seamnsasamembuofdt\'\l’ash-

building jo
games in 2011 and 107 Jast year, and
the average age of players onits

ﬁsmgﬁsﬂwhﬂc

, e

strugeled in the early going, posting
a14-36 record
while making the transition to the
American League after 51 years in
the National League.

But Porter also knew he would be
nﬂmﬂngabmldmghlnckmﬂl—

vawhenlwasmlheodwr
dugout, we knew he was alwa;
the guy on the Astros that we didn't
want to beat us,” Porter says. “He's
one of the best hitters in our
league.”

Porter became even more im-

tuve.

“The first thing | found out lsﬂus
is a guy who just loves to play base-
ball,” Porter says. “When you have
that kind of desire and passion to
play, it just helps his skill set even
more. He has that burning desire to
be an even better player every
mng]eday He is always looking to

Numsdefenswemrkhas
espedally been elevated this sea-
son. While in the past critics point-
ed out his range and arm were
somewhat lacking, he made only
two errors in his first 223 chances
and was part of 44 double plays in
his first 45 games in the feld.
His one error and 991 fielding

working on,” Altuve says. “Tve been
putting 100% of work into defense
like | do hitting because that way [
can help my team more. | feel like
I'm getting a lot better.”

It is now clear Altuve is more
than just a novelty act. A smile
comes to his face when it is sug-
get;'llzdﬂuthehasmvedmbea
legitimate major league player
rather than a short guy who can hit.
“1 just go out and play as hard as]
can every day,” Altuve says. “l don't
think what size ] am really matters.
T'm just trying to help our team win

By Charies LeClalre, USA TODAY Sparts

Disproving critics: jose Altuve made two errors in his first 223 chances.

it big league

Jose:Altuve was an All-Starin2012; his first full seasondn

Bw.lu.llue

aresome-ofhis 2012 satscompared with projected onesior

Year BA HR EBl
2012 290 7 3
083 309 7 68

* baseball games. It's not like I go out

on the field thinking that I'm 5-6
and I'm the smallest guy out there.
T'm just trying to help my team win

games.
mmmflym 't "tw}nzms
aren't going to L
But Altuve has bought into Hous-
ton's rebuilding plan under second-
year general Jeff Luhnow,
“It's been a tough start, but we're

wnrhnshard and we'll get better

"Wehavea]otofymmggws
here, and once we put it together
we're going to be a good team.

‘ball is tough. It's a process.
But we're staying positive.”
Maybe the power of positive

making his major league debut on
July 20, 2011, but is 5-6 this year.

“T've been 5-5 since I've been at
least17 or 18,” Altuve says. ‘1 think
somebody made a mistake on the
MeasUTements.”

He stands much taller in Porter’s

eyes,
*“The great thing about baseball is
d!at‘rtdoem‘tmalxerwhatywhok
like if you put up numbers,” Porter
savs, “Jose has put up numbers, He
d:d:tmmemorleag.les.andhe’s
done it in the major leagues, That's
why he's an All-Star player. He's
proven what can do.”

Perrotto reported from Pittsburgh

Rules of the game

Designated hitter often
a source of bemusement

Want to get to know the some-
times convoluted and often-debat-
ed rules of baseball? Sports Weekly
will be running a series of excerpts
from Peter E. Meltzer's book So You
Think You Know Baseball? A Fan's
Gusidle to the Official Rules. The book,
from publisher W.W., Norton &
Company, Inc, is available june 10.
USA TODAY Sports Weekly is con-
tnuing its series of excerpts from
the book.

No, per Rule 6.10(b)
(5). Because of this, the
‘Twins lost the use of the
DH for the remainder of

the game. Thisforced  Peter Meltzer

pitcher Bobby Korecky

to bat, and he got a hit in the 11th
inning. Korecky pitched a scoreless
12th and was credited with the win
after Minnesota scored in the bot-
tom of the inning. Korecky became
the first Twins pitcher to record 2
hit in an American League game
gign?c;ﬂ'leDHmlewentinm effectin

On Aug. 16,1988, the Boston

hawmv\::?umﬂﬂtendmmﬂm
it it

Ifthe DH is not designated prior
to the game, one can't be used for
that game. The umpire is supposed
to enforce this whether the other
team brings it up or not. Interest-
ingly, however, the mix-up in this
case wasn't detected by home-plate
umpire Dave Phillips or Mariners
manager Jim Snyder until after
Seattle's 7-0 victory was in the
books. If the umpire notices an
obvious error on the lineup card, he

can bring it to the attention of the
manager of that team anytime
before the game starts.

Phillips apparently misunder-
stood that he was supposed to raise
the issue.

“] checked the names and saw
who was batting,” Phillips said. 1
just assumed Rice was the desig-
nated hitter, Funny that it never
came up. But that's usually done by
the other tearn. In my opinion, you
have to use common senseas a
guide. Before Rice batted, had the
Mariners said anything, [ would
have told the Sox to let
their pitcher (Wes Gard-
ner) bat. But when they
didn't, and Rice was in

I‘dknn'wn.i'dhmwaat
ed_unglmeysaldme-

thing
1  However, the other
umpires correctly noted
that the mnpérnfﬁo a.retms
supposed to enforce
ruje themselves, -
In the game, Green-
well played left field and Rice hit as
the designated hitter.

designated hitter?

The Indians inadvertently used
the designated hitter (Manny)
defensively. Therefore they lost the
designated hitter for the game. The
rules provide that in this instance,
Manny stays in the game and keeps
his spot in the batting order, but
that the pitcher (in this case Charles
Nagy) has to hit in place of Alex in
the number 7 spat. Nagy went
O-for-2,

Excerpts from So You Think You
Khowﬂmbaﬂ?ﬁ Fan's Guide to n‘:e

pubhsher ww Nnrrton&i:nmpa-
ny, Inc.
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slugger Chiris Davis doesn't seem
that surprising anymore. The up-
start first baseman is off to an in-
credible start to the season, on pace
to shatter career highs innearly
every offensive category,

But Davis inadvertently set offan
poline-auctioning firestorm when

night the Orioles gave out free
T-shirts honoring Davis to the first
10,000 attendees. The next after-
noon, a T-shirt that was given away
for free the might before sold for
$11450 oneBay.

Bauer ballads: Cleveland Indians
pitching prospect Trevor Bauer

drew criticism (and no shortage of
i

7

cat-safety ros, pet T

need to keep their pets in carriers. if

the cats can handle it, theyll get to

enjoy video tributes to farmous ts,

songs from the musical Cats, and, of
ucational

popqlan}yh:ﬁemmorlmsues

starting in the late 1950, forkballs
thrown like Coello's — with no spin
— actually date to the earfiest days

.of pro baseball. A 1908 article in The
" Seattle Times, dug up by Baseball

Nation's Rob Neyer, described
e oe o sy it e
young put
ball between his first two fingers,
drew back his arm and let fly. The
result was a lot of wiggles on the
baﬂﬁ:nhadthz_ p com-

hits that tied and won the game for
the Mets, marking the first time in
Rivera's 19-year career that he blew
a save without recording an out. It
also raised his career ERA agai

the Mets to 3.53, his highest
against any team,

Fallow on Twitter: @0GTedBerg

RULES OF THE GAME

Sports Weekly is nimning a series
m]'mmf. Mm bwka!
So You Think You Know Baseball? A

True or false? The infleld fly
ulle requires that the ball be hit in
or near the infield,

 which played a key role
in ending the Atlanta Braves' 2012
season, involved an infield fiy rule
call on a ball that was nowhere near
the infield, It also was the last game
of Braves third baseman Chipper
e Ot 5.0 the st yearf

in
haseball‘sm-gamwm:d

format, the Braves were

Braves were trailing 6-3 in the
eighth inning with one out and
runners on first and second when
Atlanta’s Andrelton Simmonshita
pop fly to left. Cardinals shortstop
Pete Kozma drifted back . and back
. and back a little farther until he
was well into the outfield. He finally
was camped under the ball, waiting
far it to come down, but at the last

dropped
Sam Holbrook, working left as
one of six umps for the playoff
game, ruled it an infield fiy.
‘Therefore, instead of having the
bases loaded with one out, the
Braves were left with runners on
first and second and two outs. The

to end the inning, The Braves went
on to lose 63, and their season was

Oover.,
It is not dear what caused Kozma

playoff ]
hosting the St Louis Cardinals. The

INFIELD FLY RULE
HAS FLEXIBILITY

infield fiy call or perhaps assuming
that Holliday was calling him off.
could have

. than when the ball was at its

Others, however, dting the
tion of the rule itself, that
i was standing but whether
he could catch the ball with “ordi-
nary effort.”

In fact, the conyment to the defi-

" pition of infield fiy says, “The um-

pire is to rule whether the ball
would ordinarily have been han-

It'was a tough way for Jones'
career to end, espedially since he
had riled apainst the new one-
game system.

) merely a deffnition
of “Infield fly." The infield fy rule is
referenced in a comment to the
definition and in the

Ruling to Section 6.05(1), but not in
the rules themselves.

. Excerpted from So You Think You

Know Baseball7 A Farr's Guid to the
D by e E ks
C,
%ofﬂum.
W.W. Narton & Company, Inc.
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shows in the ability of fielders to
make gutstanding plays,

Offense and defense
After Graig Nettles joined the
New York Yankees in the

1970s, | saw him make a play
bad never seen before. On a slow

made a perfect throw. ] don't
lmow if Nettles invented that

Rules of the game

Intentional walks, K’s
can be convoluted calls

Wantmgemkmwﬁnm&
times convoluted and often-debated

tcr..wasavaﬂableslzrﬂnz]mem
‘This is the final excerpt in the series,
Bases on balls

On October 14, 2003, the New York

by
of the plate for ball four, It was the
oty e the g
zone.
1: Would that be considered an
intentional walk?

Nu!mdermleiﬂ.ld{bd). gg

anmteuuona}wallusﬂleiastom

it’snntalsnmdr;Pmmnb]y,baﬂzrs
can swing at a bad pitch thrown

‘within the width of the plate no

matter how high or low, bmuotune
that is very wide.

Strileouts
I:Mifm.dﬂtm
would be counted as

A.Du}meﬁ.‘l%ﬂu‘l‘ms
mrmers.! mmeelghﬂimmm
one out, the had Ivan Rodri-
guez on first and Jose Canseco on
second with Dean Palmer at the plate,
0On a1-2 pitch, Palmer swung and

missed, but catcher Dan Wilson did

Mmplg;nmmsmmsigﬂ:]y

same playwe

but from a different m)

B.Du]uh{]?!??&.ﬁlel(amasm
the Yankees. In

Royals were
the tenth inming, with the score tied
o .

Y at-
tempted a bunt with two strikes on
hlm.l-lepuppedmﬂ:eballmuﬁ;o;l
teritnry, itwas

C. Both of them are strikeouts.

D. Neither of them is a strikeout.

The correct answer is A That isa
strikeout because Rude 10.15{a)(2)
provides that 3 strikeout ocours when
abatter is put out by a third strike not
caught when there is a runner on first

Yes. The above rule only applies if
there are two strikes on the replaced
hitter. In this case, Anderson would
be charged with the strikeout instead
of Podsednik.

Excerpts from So You Think You Know
wam;mwmoﬁw
(cjmwmamm
permission of the publisher, WW.
Norton & Company, Inc.




